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Introduction to workshop objectives by Barbara Legault: together, identify the issues related to poverty for young feminists.  

Analyse the manifestations or expressions and causes of poverty (how de we experience it, how does it affect us and what are its impacts)

· unequal pay

· privilege to have enough money to being safe from gendered violence (safer neighborhoods, having enough money to leave a violent situation) – being safe is a right, not a privilege but there is economic privilege that de facto ensures control over women

· mental illness (post traumatic stress disorder) as cause of poverty

· any kind of health

· health as cause and manifestation (food and housing problems put stress on daily struggle, therefore health problems ensue...)

Causes :

· ignorance of true reality (some women’s truths are so different from ours, we need to see that)

· lack of services available (lack of daycare and affordable daycare for instance)

· still remaining gendered nature of jobs (not as bad as before but still a long way to go), the pink ghetto

· childcare, non-profit organizations : underpaid and undervalued positions (pink collar jobs) where there are primarily women workers

· a childcare worker gets less pay than a garbage collector (therefore lower status of living)

· women as single parents

· acts or treaties that take away what should be there (ex. clean water on reserves), access to basic needs and essential services (and others) 

· access to :

· safe and affordable housing

· affordable education

· transportation

· income insurance and assistance

· quality and nutritious food

· colonization and its legacy –it’s still impacting women (colonial policies and laws that are still in place restrict and exploit)

· indecent minimum wage

· part-time jobs that are in the services (la plupart des emplois féminin sont dans le domaine des services)

· unstable jobs (travail précaire) and no benefits

· division of labour : double burden, women’s unpaid work (in the home or elsewhere)

· language barriers

· police incompetence when dealing with domestic violence especially if you’re poor or on the street

· violence as a cause for poverty (ex. transition home with women fleeing abusive situations – therefore difficulty getting their lives together because they are so preoccupied with their emotional state)

· lack of recognition of education of immigrant women (non-reconnaissance des diplômes des femmes immigrantes et non-reconnaissance entre les provinces canadiennes également)

· programme des aides familiales résidentes (live-in care giver program), situations d’exploitation et d’esclavage, violence et abus sexuel 

· loans and bursaries that are inadequate and rise of tuition fees – impacting access to post-secondary education 

· immigration policy in general (who we accept, what jobs they can access once they are here)

· the way we experience our life (perceptions create reality), experiencing poverty changes the way we relate to the world and people around us

· lack of honour (family histories, everyday struggle), building collective responses to individual problems (collectivization) 

· current system is based on treating symptoms and not dealing with the cause (ex. group homes – counseling limited because the resources are limited and the system enables cycle of poverty and violence by booting people out at age 18 – they’re on their own)

· no knowledge-sharing of how to break the cycle

· band-aid solutions instead of getting to the root of the problems

· policies such as massive evictions with no backup plan, no youth shelters (Yukon)

· capitalism

· patriarchy

· sexism (in the workplace)

· non-heterosexual sexuality and if you have non-binary identities, you suffer a lot of discrimination (homophobia and transphobia)

· racism

· lack of political will to put poverty on the agenda

· oppressive institutions (school system reinforces poverty, isn’t accessible to a lot of women, for instance if they get pregnant... then can’t get a job and are thrown into the cycle of poverty)

How can we fight poverty, what strategies can we put in place to end poverty (and attack the root of the problem), solutions

· addressing the lack of political will, and question 

· advocacy work (ex. anti-poverty coalitions) and information disseminating (ex. in Halifax is volunteer run and works with women’s centres, etc.)

· tenants rights info sessions

· income assistance info sessions

· letting folks know what their rights are

· producing pamphlets, organizing info sessions and workshops

· information tools, education, networking, demands to the government, organize demos, direct actions

· educate our politicians and get women experiencing poverty to let them know their situations

· ex. quartier défavorisé : regrouper les personnes qui vivent la pauvreté en formant des groupes de solidarité (trouver des solutions collectives, etc. droits des locataires, lieu de réflexion sur les problèmes qu’on vit, mène à la politisation de d’autres formes de problèmes)

· create a safe environment for poor women who experience violence (sharing stories, holding police accountable)

· new family act in Nunavut – instead of taking the woman and kids out of the house, they kick the man out of the house

· advocate for national housing policy that recognizes safe and affordable housing as a right and incorporates it into policy

· Employment insurance : number of hours and weeks to qualify have gone up and the number of weeks down, except slight temporary increase with last budget (less and less women have access to EI) 

· welfare is provincially administered, but EI is federal so we could have a national campaign

· we need a federal childcare policy (some women pay to go to work with all the child care costs, transportation, etc.), especially single mothers

· fight and mobilize around the raise of minimum wage (it’s in every province, but if we all did it, it could have an effect elsewhere) : goal that on full-time a person could actually go above the poverty line (ex. Ontario’s set a long-term goal)

· community gardens and self-sustainability as a response to food sovereignty

· maternity leave is not high enough (creating cycle of poverty as women are beginning their life and career)

· aide sociale : continuer à lutter pour que ce soit considéré comme un droit et non un privilège (pas indexé au coût de la vie – appauvrissement important) et intégrer les femmes assistées sociales dans nos luttes

· minimum livable income

· increase transfer payments to provinces

· education about budgeting and using income towards healthy lifestyle

· education around credit card debt for instance and how to live a self-sustainable low-cost lifestyle (talk to children in our lives about it so that they don’t get brainwashed by advertisements etc.)

· micro-loans ex. Grameen bank in Bangladesh

· instituting a maximum wage and abolishing capitalism

· cooperatives (housing coops, workers coops)

· beaucoup de luttes se font au Canada pour le logement social, parce c’est la première chose que les gens paient dans le mois et il n’y a pas de contrôle des loyers, pas beaucoup de recours, avoir un logement décent n’est pas un privilège mais un droit !

· financing public transportation instead of building new roads

