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Introduction and acknowledgements 
 
What a fantastic challenge it was to organize “Waves of Resistance / Toujours 
RebELLEs!”, the first pan-Canadian gathering of young feminists! We rose to the 
challenge, with all that it involved in terms of creativity and ingenuity, and this 
historic event was a great success for the 511 participants and organizers. We owe 
this success to all the women who, from the first murmurings of the project, 
believed that: 
 

1) young feminists urgently needed a space in which to meet each other, 
unite and draft the basis for a pan-Canadian young feminist movement;  
2) Canadian feminism needed new blood, fresh ideas, vital and strongly-
rooted political energy and, especially, the activist involvement of the 
thousands of us who are young feminists in the struggle to resist the rise of 
right-wing forces and defend women's equality rights;  
3) without knowing each other and in the absence of an organized network 
we would succeed in mobilizing young feminists from every corner of Canada 
with the aim of representing the plurality of our experience, ages, origins, 
living situations and political leanings and analysis; and that;  
4) this event had to be dreamed by, drafted, planned and organized by young 
feminists, for young feminists.   

 
In a sombre context of mounting antifeminism and the rise of the economic, moral, 
political and religious right, we can be proud of the political and social mark we have 
left in our clear affirmation that feminism is alive and well among the younger 
generations and that our struggles are far from over.  
  
“Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!” would never have come to be without 
the steadfast feminist commitment of a core group of activists and organizations, 
including the members of the Organizing Committee and all the provincial mobilizers 
who generated enthusiasm for the project and organized as many mobilizing and 
fundraising activities as there were participants. And of course, we collectively raise 
our hats to all the organizations who contributed their financial support to this major 
project.  
 
To all of you, our heartfelt thanks. 
 
Collectively, we built this great success, and collectively, we will celebrate the 
numerous victories ahead. We're convinced that the seeds of change we have 
sowed together will bear fruit for a long time to come! 
 
To all the RebELLEs, wherever you are, we are now united and, with the deepest 
solidarity, we send you our THANKS! 
 
 
“Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!” Gathering Organizing Committee  
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1. Context, aim and goals 
 

1.1 Context 
 
The pan-Canadian young feminist gathering, “Waves of Resistance / Toujours 
RebELLEs!”, came in the wake of the 2003 Québec gathering entitled S'Unir pour 
être RebELLEs, and was designed to be a participatory event enabling young women 
and young feminists from across Canada to meet and discuss together. The 
Gathering took place from October 10-13, 2008, at the Université du Québec à 
Montréal (UQÀM), and was attended by over 500 young women from every region 
of Canada. 
 
The idea of organizing such an event sprang from three observations: 
 

1) Young feminists were not connected with each other and many young 
feminists were isolated within their communities, especially women younger 
than 25; 
 
2) There were no existing communication channels in Canada with which to 
reach the majority of young feminists and young women interested in 
feminism. This meant that young feminists were unable to share information 
about their campaigns and actions, issue calls for solidarity or coordinate their 
common struggles.  
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3) Young feminists are, and will continue to be in the decades to come, part 
of the feminist movement, and they must be well organized to continue 
working to defend women's rights, improve women's living conditions and put 
an end to violence and discrimination against women. 

 
This was the context in which the “Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!”  
project was born.  
 

1.2 Aim and goals 
 
Back in May 2007, the Organizing Committee articulated the overall aim and goals 
of the Gathering as follows: 
 
Overall aim  
 
Mobilize and promote networking among young women to collectivize the feminist 
struggles our generation is leading in our different communities, thereby energizing 
and firmly establishing the young feminists' movement in Canada. 
 
Specific goals 
 

o Gather together the most diverse group possible of young women and 
feminists from different sectors, social classes and regions in Canada to get to 
know each other and build bonds of solidarity. Ensure the representation of a 
broad range of visions of feminism and young-feminist-led struggles, taking 
into account factors like cultural diversity (including First Nations peoples), 
tactics, ideology, regional situations, organizational culture, democratic 
process and class differences.  

o Share and develop our analysis on various feminist issues and issues specific 
to young women, in relation to the current context of a rising right.  

o Define the issues/struggles specific to young feminists. 
o Practise democratic decision-making processes in small and large groups. 
o Work to empower young women participants. 
o Spark the process of consciousness-awakening leading to action. 
o Establish the foundations of a pan-Canadian young feminist network, which, 

together with the women's movement, will carry out collective action. 
o Contribute to the strengthening of feminist movements at the local, regional, 

provincial and national levels. 
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2. The organizing and mobilizing process 
 

2.1 Organizing principles 
 
As was true of the feminist practices on which the Organizing Committee drew, the 
process of organizing the Gathering was as important as the event itself. The 
organization of the Gathering was based on the idea that young women are in the 
best position to organize a Gathering that responds to their needs and reflects who 
they are, in other words, the principle of by and for: by young feminists, for young 
feminists. The organizing process was thus meant to be a collective and 
participatory affair, empowering the organizers and future participants.  
 
An independent Organizing Committee, composed solely of young women aged 35 
and under, was set up based on the organizing model of S'unir pour être RebELLEs, 
the 2003 gathering of young Québécoise feminists. This organizing and partnering 
process was one of the keys to the success of the 2003 Gathering. We therefore 
took it and adapted it to a pan-Canadian mobilizing effort. 
 
The mobilization of young women from across Canada and their participation in the 
organization of “Waves of Resistance” was fundamental to the Gathering's success. 
Dozens of young women from every province and territory answered the Organizing 
Committee's call and agreed to take on the role of "provincial mobilizers." The 
Organizing Committee maintained regular communications with these young women 
as they worked on promoting the event in their communities.  
 

2.2 The organizing committee 
 
The Organizing Committee (OC) was made up of activists from various feminist 
organizations, women's committees and mixed groups with a feminist analysis. 
Groups and activists wishing to join the OC had to agree with the Political Basis of 
Unity, a tool presenting the feminist visions underlying the OC, its role and 
operation.  
 
The OC's role was to coordinate and organize the Gathering, define its program, 
content, topics to be addressed and the manner in which they would be addressed, 
and the agenda/meeting process; they were also charged with inviting resource 
women, deciding on the content and format of promotional materials, mobilizing 
young women for the Gathering and managing the organizing budget (with the 
FFQ). The OC's approach to organizing the Gathering could be characterized as 
participatory and non-hierarchical based on a direct and horizontal democratic 
process. The OC was also responsible for ensuring follow-up to the Gathering. 
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The Organizing 
Committee was 
composed of the 
following groups: youth 
committee of the 
Fédération des femmes 
du Québec (FFQ), 
Groupe F.E.M.M.E.S. 
sororitaires, young 
feminists committee of 
the Y des femmes de 
Montréal, young 
feminists of the Conseil 
central du Montréal 
Métropolitain (CSN), 
Power Camp 
National/Filles d’action, 
young feminists from 
the Carrefour de 

participation, 
ressourcement et formation, women's committee of the Association pour une 
solidarité syndicale étudiante (ASSÉ), young women of the Centre des femmes du 
Verdun and young feminists of the Québec City YWCA. 
 
 

2.3 Mobilizing for the Gathering  
 
The OC wanted to facilitate the participation of as many young women and young 
feminists as possible from all the provinces and territories. We succeeded in doing 
this, because over 500 young women travelled to Montréal for this historic feminist 
event!  
 
Central to the OC's political perspective on organizing the Gathering were the 
principles of diversity and pluralism. To ensure the representation of a broad range 
of visions of feminism and young feminists' practices and struggles, our mobilizing 
efforts were guided by factors including cultural diversity (including First Nations 
peoples), tactics, ideology, regional situations, organizational culture, democratic 
process and class differences. 
 
 
Political positions underlying the mobilizing efforts  
 
Gender � The Gathering was open to girls and women only.  
Age 

 
� The Gathering was addressed to women aged 14–35 inclusively. 
� The OC worked particularly hard to facilitate the participation of women under 25, who are 

the least represented in the feminist movement. 
Origin � The OC also prioritized broad participation of young women from rural and outlying regions. 
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Political diversity 

 
� The OC worked to bring together young women from a wide range of organizations, political 

cultures and political perspectives.  
� The only political criterion for participation was to share the fundamental values of feminism 

which are: equality between women and men and among women themselves.  
Affirmative action 

 
� The OC prioritized the participation of young women who are burdened with additional forms 

of oppression and often less numerous in the women's movement. (young Aboriginal women, 
young women from a non-majority cultural community, young women living in poverty, young 
lesbians and queers and young women living with a disability or capacity limitation. 

 
 
We employed various means to reach the largest possible number of young women 
and feminists across Canada and build our solidarity, mobilization and action 
network (it should be noted that all our tools were bilingual):  
 

• Printing and Canada-wide distribution of 5,000 posters, 10,000 stickers and 
10,000 Gathering leaflets; 

• Electronic and phone communications with pan-Canadian groups so they 
would relay Gathering information to their members (electronically, by means 
of a sample e-mail message introducing the campaign to activist 
organizations); 

• Contacts with groups in each province so they would relay Gathering 
information to their members;  

• Creation of a "Rebelles" mobilization list on which all the young women who 
wrote to us registered; during the Gathering over 1,800 young women signed 
up;  

• Bimonthly and monthly e-mails to all our contacts in Canada on project 
progress;  

• Design and onlining of a 
website 
(www.RebELLEs2008.org);   

• Design of a Facebook group 
for the Gathering  
(http://www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=1252070932
2&ref=ts);  

• Provincial mobilizing and 
consultation meetings on the content of the Gathering brought together 
young women who were interested in the project; 

• Conference calls with mobilizers in each province and territory; 
• The Consulta, a pan-Canadian preparatory meeting attended by nine out of 

13 provincial and territorial representatives; 
• Creation of a facilitation and fundraising kit for provincial mobilizers, including 

discussion papers and other relevant documentation; 
• Workshops, talks, participation in panels, information tables at public events, 

etc.; 
• Numerous articles on the Gathering in the special issue of Féminisme en bref 

(FFQ newsletter distributed to all members and allies) that was dedicated to 
the event;  

We will: Organize and struggle: build alliances with 
existing feminist groups and create new ones, fight 
together in solidarity, be seen and be heard, disrupt, 
trouble, destabilize established powers, become 
culture jammers 

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
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• Creation of over 600 Gathering T-shirts and 400 buttons as fundraising tools; 
• News releases; 
• Radio, TV and newspaper interviews from September 2008 on; 
• Travel Fund for participants.  

 
 
Provincial mobilizers and provincial mobilizing meetings 
 
As part of the pan-Canadian mobilizing strategy, we came up with the idea of 
having "provincial mobilizers." The OC issued a call to young feminist activists in 
each province and territory who were excited by the project to contribute further to 
the organization of the event by becoming provincial mobilizers.  
 

 
 
The committee then invited these provincial mobilizers to organize information, 
mobilization and consultation meetings in their regions. The aim of these meetings 
was to gather up as many young feminists as possible in each province and territory 
to take part in the pan-Canadian consultation, known as the Consulta. Meetings 
were held in over half the provinces in April 2008. The provincial mobilizers 
presented the Gathering project to participants and handed out promotional 
materials; the groups chose two women to represent their region at the Consulta 
and discussed and collectively answered three questions concerning the content of 
the Gathering in preparation for the Consulta.  
 
The purpose of the three consultation questions that were put to the participants at 
the provincial/territorial mobilizing meetings was to give young feminists across 
Canada a chance to influence the content of the Gathering. Here are the questions: 
 
 

1. What is your vision of the “Waves of Resistance” gathering? What are your 
dreams? What are your expectations for the Gathering? What results would 
you like to see?  

2. In your opinion, what issues should we discuss in the thematic workshops at 
the Gathering?   

3. How would like to approach the issue of the rise of the right? Would you 
prefer to approach the issue in an overall way (sharing our analysis and action 
strategies) or according to various aspects (e.g., globalization, appropriation 
of women's bodies, etc.)? 

 
After the Consulta, during the summer, women throughout Canada held roughly 30 
mobilization meetings on more general concerns. At these meetings, the future 
Gathering participants got together and organized fundraising and mobilizing 

We are the young RebELLEs who have answered a feminist call and we are 
proud to call ourselves feminists. 

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
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activities in each province and territory to prepare for the participation of a 
maximum number of young women in the Gathering.  
 
For over six months, the provincial mobilizers maintained the link between their 
region and the Organizing Committee, facilitated provincial and territorial 
consultations on Gathering content, brought the results of these discussions to the 
Consulta and served as the key resource person for mobilization and fundraising to 
cover travel costs in their regions. The initial provincial mobilizers took part in the 
Consulta, and over 40 young women from every province and territory served as 
provincial mobilizers for the Gathering.  
 
 

2.4 The Consulta 

The Consulta was a pan-
Canadian meeting in 
preparation for the 
Gathering. It took the form 
of a retreat that united 
representatives from 
Alberta, British Columbia, 
New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Manitoba, Québec, 
Saskatchewan, the 
Northwest Territories, 
Yukon and “Waves of 
Resistance” Organizing 
Committee members. A 
young Mohawk woman attended also and she worked very hard to mobilize young 
Aboriginal women. The Consulta took place in the Ottawa region, from May 2–4, 
2008.  

The Consulta's goals were to: 
• Reflect and share young women's experiences of oppression and young 

feminists' struggles; 
• Present the Gathering project in more detail; 
• Share young feminists' visions on the content and format of the Gathering; 
• Establish links among young feminists in different parts of Canada; 
• Discuss the organizing process and the role of provincial mobilizers; 
• Start a list of resource women for the Gathering (interpreters, 

performers/artists, facilitators, etc.); ; 
• Develop a bank of fundraising ideas. 

The Consulta was attended by 31 young women, including 15 provincial/territorial 
representatives, organizing committee members, a video documentarist and two 
interpreters. The young women had lengthy discussions about their visions of the 
Gathering, their dreams, the type of event they wanted, and desired results and 
impact, both on participants and young feminists' movements and political 
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struggles. The meeting went very well. The representatives were strongly motivated 
and very inspiring! 

Collective decisions were made on a number of important questions. For example, 
women selected over 20 priority themes to be addressed by the Gathering in 
thematic workshops.  The OC used this list to draw up the final program for the 
Gathering. It was also decided that a manifesto reflecting the identity and struggles 
of young feminists would be drafted at the Gathering and subsequently travel across 
Canada to be used as an organizing tool for feminist events and actions, raising the 
visibility of young feminists' presence and struggles. 

 

3. The Gathering 
 

3.1 Profile and number of participants 
 
As part of the organizational process, the Organizing Committee worked with an 
outside evaluator to set goals and extremely precise success indicators and criteria 
for future evaluation purposes. With respect to the origin and profile of participants, 
we reached or surpassed nearly all of our goals (numbers and diversity). We largely 
surpassed our first goal, which of course was to have large numbers of women at 
the event: 511 women participated, which was far beyond our expectations. Also, 
the last thing we wanted was a homogenous encounter comprising young, White, 
Québecoise, students between 25 and 35, which would not at all reflect what we 
considered to be the pluralist nature of today's young feminists. The chart below 
illustrates our success in achieving a genuinely diverse event: 
 
 
Diversity of participants Initial targets Evaluation 

511 participants Between 300 and 400 
participants 

Surpassed 

13/13 Canadian provinces and 
territories represented 
(plus 3 participants from the U.S., 1 from 
Brazil, 1 from South Africa and 1 from 
the Philippines) 

10/13 Canadian provinces and 
territories represented 

Surpassed 

32% Anglophones  25% Anglophones  Surpassed 
35% participants from outside 
Québec  

35% participants from outside 
Québec  

Reached 

5.6% women under 18 (29 young 
women)  

8% women 18 and younger  Not reached 

� 9% minority cultural 
communities  

� 16% lesbians  
� 5% disabled women  
� 1.5% Aboriginal women  

Strong diversity among 
participants, particularly 
minority cultural communities, 
lesbians, disabled women, 
Aboriginal women, young 

Reached 
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� 8.4% mothers or guardians  
� 13% economically challenged  

mothers and economically 
challenged young women 

� 41.4% students, or relatively 
balanced 

Relative balance between 
students and women in the job 
market 

Reached 

 

3.2 Program 
 

Program of the Pan-Canadian Gathering of Young Feminists 
 
Friday, October 10  
The first evening of the Gathering was devoted to meeting each other and preparing for 
the following three days by collectively constructing our young feminist herstory! 
 

Time Activity 

3-10:00 
p.m. 

Reception and registration 

3-10:00 Art exhibits, information booths on feminist issues 

7:00 Word of welcome 

7:30  Collective construction of the herstory of feminist movements and our struggles  

10:00 Evening concludes 

 
 
Saturday, October 11 
During the first day of the Gathering young feminists had a chance to learn more about 
their areas of action as young feminists by collectively constructing and developing their 
feminist analysis of different issues. The activities on Saturday were designed to 
encourage a process of awareness-raising leading to action. Women were invited to 
create and carry out creative resistance actions as a means of generating feminist 
solidarity through small-group actions.  
 
 

Time Activity 

8:00 a.m. Reception, registration and breakfast 

9:00 Word of welcome 

9:30 Introductory workshop on feminism, the different forms of oppression experienced 
by women and systems of privilege   

11:30 Presentation of the process for the Gathering and  
presentation of the Manifesto Committee 

Noon Lunch 

1:30 p.m. Thematic and creative workshops on various feminist issues 

3:15 Break 
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3:30 Creative resistance workshops 

4:30 Creative resistance actions  

6:30 Group supper 

8:00 Evening gathering to present creative resistance actions 
Feminist documentaries/films, beer, artistic booths, etc 

 
 
Sunday, October 12 
The second day of the Gathering focussed on developing a shared understanding of the 
rise of the Right. By sharing experiences, analysis and the struggles led by young 
feminists, in particular, those of the three international guests from Brazil, the 
Philippines and South Africa, the Gathering worked as a large group to construct 
feminist solidarity!  
 

Time Activity 

8:00 a.m. Reception, registration and breakfast 

9:00 Word of welcome 

9:30 Presentation of international guests from the World March of Women 
(South Africa, Brazil and the Philippines) 

10:45 Break 

11:00 Workshops on the rise of the Right and action strategies 

Noon Lunch 

2:00 p.m. Sharing of our analysis and action strategies 

3:45 Break 

4:00 Presentation of manifesto adoption process for Monday's session 

4:15 Plenary on action strategies using the young feminists' manifesto as a political tool 

5:30 Supper (participants' choice) 

8:00 Super women-only feminist show!!! 

 
Monday, October 13 
The last day of the Gathering was conceived to give young feminists an opportunity to 
develop a political tool to reinforce our struggles and increase our unity: the manifesto of 
young feminists in Canada. Now that the Gathering is over, young feminists can use this 
manifesto to build a common basis of unity that respects the differences and diversity of 
young women and feminists. It will also serve as a historical record of this collective 
adventure. 

 
Time Activity 

8:00 a.m. Reception, registration and breakfast 

9:00 Word of welcome 

9:30 Creative performance and presentation of the draft manifesto  



 14 

Recognize that others’ 
struggles against oppression 
cannot be separated from 
one’s own, because all 
people are intrinsically 
linked; and being conscious 
of how one fits into the 
different structures of 
oppression while fighting to 
eliminate them all 

Pan-Canadian Young 
Feminists Manifesto 

 

10:00 Large, unilingual discussion workshops on the draft manifesto 

Noon Lunch 

2:00 p.m. Plenary to adopt the manifesto and discuss follow-up 

5:00 See you next time! 
 
 

3.3 Thematic workshops 
 
The purpose of the workshops concerning feminist analysis of issues affecting young 
women was to create opportunities for collective discussion and thinking about a 
feminist topic, thereby collectively developing and furthering our feminist analysis. 
We held over 30 workshops, involving the contributions of 30 young 
facilitators/resource women and an equal number of interpreters. The workshops 
were each attended by between 15 and 40 women.   
 
Here is a glimpse of the topics discussed:  
 
� Mobilizing for feminist action and women's equality;  
� Women and queers unite: confronting oppression and privilege, fighting for 

social and political change;  
� Reappropriating feminism for ourselves as Aboriginal women   
� Radical cheerleading;  
� Feminist resistance theatre;  
� Violence against women;  
� Women, the legal systems and prison groups;  
� Mothers and feminists;  
� Ecofeminism;  
� Understanding feminism and patriarchy from a radical perspective;  
� Women, work and unionism;  
� Abortion;  
� Sexism and the media  
� Sexism and racism: Common origins, the same fight!;  

� The rise of antifeminism;  
� Political involvement of young immigrant women;  
� Sex industry;  
� From tolerance to defence: intersecting 

oppressions;  
� Women and sexuality;  
� Feminization of poverty;  
� Hypersexualization in society,  
� Hypersexualization and youth;  
� Feminist batucadas: slogans and resistance songs;  
� Capitalism, neoliberalism, withdrawal of the State 

and privatization;  
� Women and war/militarism;  
� Feminist photography;  
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� Feminist self-defence;  
� Women's health and reproductive health;  
� Dance of resistance; 
� Love as a social construction.  
 
 

3.4 Creative resistance workshops and actions 
 
One remarkable aspect of the Gathering was the integration of feminist "creative 
resistance" street actions. Workshops were held in which participants had an 
opportunity to collectively consider and develop their analysis of a particular 
feminist issue. Afterwards, facilitators invited workshop participants to organize and 
immediately carry out a collective action relating to the workshop topic in the 
streets of Montréal. The objectives of the creative resistance workshops were to 
create a learning space in which participants could, first, discuss and learn about 
different action possibilities regarding a particular issue; and then, develop an 
"action bank" they could draw on when they returned to their groups. Also, we 
wanted to promote participants' empowerment by having them move quickly from 
analysis to action while practising small-group group decision-making. It was 
crucially important that each woman be able to express her ideas and experience 
and in this way create a respectful and non-hierarchical process that would 
stimulate learning. The creative resistance workshops were meant to be a forum for 
participants to express their convictions and then move into action as a way of 
articulating their oppression and demands.  
 
To ensure that 
women were 
adequately guided as 
they developed their 
actions, workshop 
facilitators were 
invited to attend an 
information session 
on the decision-
making and 
organizational 
process, action 
guidelines, safety 
rules and logistical 
information. Each 
facilitator received a 
guide (Surprise! On a 
des droits [Guess 
what, we have 
rights!])1 in the event 
of a confrontation 
                                                 
1 Produced by the Collectif opposé à la brutalité policière (COBP) in Montréal. 
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Free trade contributes to women's increasing social, economic and cultural insecurity. In response to 
Canadian imperialism, we will globalize our feminist solidarity.  

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
 

with police, and all participants had the number of a lawyer who was on call for the 
duration of the actions. Before hitting the streets, each facilitator filled in a chart 
containing the action location and phone number of the workshop's appointed safety 
woman. In this way, event organizers could easily locate and, if necessary, contact 
the groups.  In addition, two organizers on bikes drove from one action location to 
the next to check that everything was running smoothly. 
  
To help ensure the success of these actions, we provided participants with various 
materials: coloured cardboard for placards, markers, cloth for banners, paint, glue, 
chalk, ribbons, etc. An impressive variety of actions resulted: radical cheerleading in 
a nearby park, a team of batucadas (drummers) in the street, women chanting 
slogans in front of a peepshow, feminist theatre in the Metro station, banners 
denouncing women's poverty, placards decrying sexist advertising, abortion 
demands written in chalk on the sidewalks, slogan-chanters in front of shops selling 
overly sexualized clothes for girls, and many others. 
 
When the actions were over, participants gathered at the Comité Social Centre-Sud 
for presentations of all the creative resistance actions. One by one, each workshop 
presented their action and briefly explained why they had chosen it in connection 
with their workshop topic. Bursting with pleasure and pride in their action, the tired 
but beaming women mounted the stage to recount to us their collective feminist 
action! 
 

 
 

3.5 Analysis of the rise of the Right and action strategies 
 
One of the goals of the Gathering was, first, to share and develop our analysis on 
various feminist issues and questions of specific concern to young women in relation 
to the rise of the Right and then, to develop action strategies. We organized 
workshops on the rise of the Right to create a space for collective discussion and 
thinking about the Canadian context and to develop feminist analysis about the 
rising influence of right-wing forces. These workshops were also meant to be 
opportunities for learning about feminist analysis. On the second day of the 
Gathering we held 20 rise of the Right workshops, each attended by roughly 20 
participants. The following questions were considered in each workshop: 
 

1) What is our analysis of the rise of the Right? (elements, issues, signs)  
2) How does the rise of the Right affect us as young women or feminists? 

(impact, issues, etc.)  
 
These workshops were followed by a plenary session to collectivize our analysis. The 
plenary session then considered the question: What strategies can we imagine for 
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collective action and resistance. The strategies that emerged from this session are 
presented in the section on follow-up to the Gathering. 
 
 

3.6 Artistic and cultural dimensions 
 

Art exhibits 
 
Throughout the event an art exhibit was set up in 
the large public area, which was also a gathering 
point for participants. We wanted to create a 
space where participating artists could exhibit 
their feminist work. Participants from different 
provinces had a chance to expose their paintings, 
sculptures, photos, collages and even a artistic 
billboard to raise awareness about the issue of 
hypersexualization.  
 
 
Documentaries 
 
Because we wanted to provide a space to screen 
feminist documentaries and videos, we concluded 
the Saturday evening presentation of creative 
resistance actions at the Comité Social Centre-
Sud with the screening of two documentaries.  
Building a Highway of Hope, the first documentary 
of the evening, was produced by the youth 
committee of the Highway of Tears Initiative in 

Ontario and coordinated by the Aboriginal feminist activist, Jessica Yee. This 
documentary provides a positive perspective on the striving of Aboriginal youth in 
their communities to surmount the challenges confronting them. The second 
documentary, Forbidden Sun Dance, produced and directed by Lila Ghobady, 
recounts the story of a Persian feminist artist and activist who was forced to flee her 
country because of her career as a dancer. The screenings were followed by 
discussions between directors and participants on the issues raised by their films.  
 
 
The show by young feminists, for young feminists 
 

If I can’t dance, I don’t want to be part of your revolution.  
Emma Goldman 

 
In every period of history, celebrations have often been important moments of 
connection among people involved in social movements. The show's objective was, 
first, to create a space where participants could interact informally, moving from 
politics to friendship, an essential element of social movements and the human 
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relations we want to establish. Second, we wanted to offer a window to young 
feminist artists in which to present their creative work on stage. The idea was to 
have an exciting, festive and colourful evening. 
 
The show on Sunday night was women-only, but open to women of all ages, not 
just Gathering participants. It was held at the Medley and enjoyed by an audience 
of 250 women. We asked an artistic director to support the organizing committee in 
organizing the show. Since young feminist artists tend to be financially strapped, we 
decided to pay a fee to the artists who performed in the show.  
 
The night began with 
dance, body painting 
and spoken word 
performances from 
audience members. 
This opening 
sequence was 
followed by the on-
stage performances, 
ranging from dance, 
singing, poetry-
reading, gumboot 
dancing and theatre. 
Some 15 artists from 
across Canada took 
the stage.  The 
evening concluded 
with a feminist DJ who got everyone up on their feet and dancing until the early 
morning hours! 
 
 

3.7 Visibility of the feminist movement: stands 
 
Some 15 stands were set up in the halls leading to the workshop rooms so that 
feminist groups from around Canada could share materials, documentation and 
educational and mobilizing tools. During the event over 15 groups used the stand to 
present their materials, meet with participants and mobilize young women. We were 
fortunate to have the participation of these groups: the Comité d’action et de 
coordination des femmes de diverses origines pour le 8 mars, Centre des 
travailleuse en maison privée, Conseil du Statut de la femme, Down 2 Earth Designs 
Initiative, Les femmes ont faim collective, Amnistie Internationale Canada-
francophone-section Brésil, Centre d’éducation et d’action des femmes, the 
jesuisféministe.com blog, Imagyn Film Fest, Queer Zine Tour, V-Day Montréal, 
Oxfam, Stella, Les Sorcières collective and the Fédération des femmes du Québec. 
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Geography marginalizes women, with remote, northern and rural women 
lacking access to basic services. Showing solidarity with our sisters means 
trying to understand all of the issues we face - including race, class and 
gender - and standing together against oppression.  
 

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
 

3.8 Logistics 
 
Hosting over 500 young women from across Canada for a large-scale event lasting 
three days required solid logistical organization. Here is an outline of what this 
entailed.  
 
Prior to the Gathering: Information on our website 
 
The Gathering team worked hard to post as much logistical information as possible 
on the website prior to the Gathering. Participants checked the site for maps to the 
location from the airport, train station, bus terminal or by car. All the information 
about accommodations, interpretation, meals and the Travel Fund could be found on 
the website. A fundraising and mobilizing kit were also available online.  
 
Participants' Travel Fund  
 
The Organizing Committee had limited funds with which to subsidize the travel costs 
of a few young women. The OC set up the Travel Fund with the aim of being as 
inclusive as possible, keeping in mind the need to represent the diverse situations 
and experiences of young women across Canada. The Fund offered young women 
with insufficient resources the chance to take part in the Gathering. Candidates had 
to meet the following selection criteria to obtain money from the Fund: prior 
fundraising efforts to finance their trip, geographic location and multiple forms of 
oppression. Priority in allocating travel subsidies was given to young women from 
groups that have historically been marginalized by and within the women's 
movement. We considered it important to prioritize the participation of young 
women who are burdened with additional forms of oppression and are often less 
numerous in the women's movement.  
 
The viewpoints of young women who are financially insecure, unemployed, receiving 
welfare, Aboriginal women, young women from minority ethno-cultural 
communities, young lesbians, bisexual and queer women, and young women who 
are living with a disability or limited ability are not sufficiently present in the 
feminist movement's events and platforms; we wanted the Gathering to serve as a 
space in which they could express their perspectives. It was very important to the 
Organizing Committee to avoid reproducing this dynamic and to create a truly 
diverse and inclusive Gathering comprising all the components of the feminist 
movement. Over 25 young women participated in the Gathering thanks to the 
Travel Fund, including four young disabled women and several Aboriginal women 
from remote regions.   
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Volunteers and pompières (women who put out fires) 
 
To ensure a successful event, we called on numerous helpers. Over 20 young 
women, not counting those who spontaneously helped out at different times during 
the Gathering, took on "full-time" responsibility for logistics over the weekend. For 
example, they were in charge of handing out the interpretation headsets, selling 
promotional tools, registration, serving meals, etc. Further, most of our 30 
facilitators were volunteers. In all, more than 100 young women facilitated 
workshops and plenary sessions during the four days of the Gathering.  
 
To deal with unanticipated problems, the OC thought up the concept of a team of 
pompières (literally, women firefighters). The idea was that four women over 35 
with a vast experience of organizing large-scale events would be on hand during the 
Gathering to advise organizers if needed or to handle emergencies. Their work and 
support was hugely appreciated by everyone. 
 
Reception and registration 
 
To encourage the participation of a maximum number of young women, registration 
fees for the Gathering were minimal. Depending on their financial situation, 
participants had three fee options: they could contribute an amount of their choice, 
pay $1 for every $1000 they earn annually or they could pay no fee at all. No 
participant would be refused because she could not pay the fee. Participants were 
highly appreciative of these choices.  
 
Women working at reception, in addition to handling the participants' registration 
payments were also available throughout the Gathering to answer all kinds of 
questions from the participants, direct them to the right rooms and hand out 
participant folders. 
 
Accommodations 
 
Accommodations was another area where we wanted to reduce participants' costs 
as much as possible, so we offered free accommodations to those who had no place 
to go or who had no money for accommodations. We rented the gymnasium at the 
CÉGEP Maisonneuve for three nights and at least 140 women used this space. We 
also offered women with special needs the possibility of staying with a Montreal 
activist. Around 10 young women took advantage of this possibility. In addition, a 
list of accessible and affordable accommodations in Montréal was posted on the 
Gathering website for participants who wanted to stay in a hotel or hostel.  
 
Meals 
 
Throughout the three full days of the Gathering, two balanced meals were served 
free of charge to all participants for breakfast and lunch. Supper was also provided. 
In all, the Gathering team provided participants with over 2000 meals free of 
charge. A vegetarian menu was always available for the vegetarians, and this was 
much appreciated. 
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RebELLEs AGAINST public 
spaces that don't 
accommodate all bodies 
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Daycare 
 
One barrier to participation for several young women would have been the fact that 
they have young children. To take this into account, we offered free daycare 
throughout the Gathering so the mothers could leave their children with experienced 
feminist volunteers. We made an arrangement with UQÀM's childcare centre to use 
their materials free of charge. In all, around 10 children benefited from the service 
each day. 
 
Interpretation and translation 
 
Because the Gathering was supposed to be completely bilingual, we organized 
simultaneous interpretation services for the entire event. We rented interpretation 
equipment so any participant who needed interpretation could use the service. Over 
40 interpreters, most of them working on a volunteer basis, provided interpretation 
in both languages during workshops and plenary sessions. All the documents 
produced for the Gathering, including promotional and mobilization materials, were 
available in French and English. 
 
Accessibility 
 
A major concern of Gathering organizers was that women living with one or multiple 
disabilities, whatever their nature, would have the opportunity to fully participate in 
all Gathering activities. To this end, the team organized 
the Gathering and all related events (Saturday 
and Sunday evening events) in locations that are 
physically accessible to people in wheelchairs. We 
also hired sign language interpreters for the three 
Deaf participants and assistants for four other 
young women who were unable to get around on 
their own during the event. We worked closely with the 
national disabled women's organization, FAFH-DAWN Canada, on this aspect. 
 
A greener Gathering 
 
We strived to be as protective as we could of the environment when we organized 
the Gathering. We set up systems in which participants were collectively responsible 
for cleaning up the space. Meals and snacks were served on non-disposable dishes 
in an effort to reduce residual waste as much as possible.  
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3.9 The atmosphere at the Gathering: a RebELLE ambiance! 
 
“Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!” gave young feminists from across the 
country, for the first time ever in Canada, a chance to meet and discuss their lives, 
victories, defeats, struggles, anger and joy. At times the ambiance was electric and 
highly charged, especially in the opening plenary, when we all had a group hug, 
during the creative resistance presentations, at the show, the plenary the discussion 

sessions with 500 
young women, and 
when we adopted the 
manifesto. In small 
groups, the 
atmosphere was 
calmer, with young 
women sharing with 
each other the 
details of their daily 
experience and 
oppression to 
construct the basis 
for a collective 
struggle. “Waves of 

Resistance” 
established the 

foundation of a very real and vibrant solidarity network among the new generation 
of feminists. The need to gather with each other was palpable and the pleasure of 
meeting and mutual recognition could be felt everywhere. The young feminist 
participants were bursting with energy, ideas and the will to act and make change!  
All the participants had one thing on their minds: let the "whole world" know that 
feminism is not dead but rather in constant renewal and expansion, with offshoots 
springing up all over! The atmosphere was one that encouraged women to speak 
up, think, consider, connect with each, celebrate and move into action. The 
Gathering team won their bet: young feminists exist in the thousands and they can't 
wait to get moving!  
 
 
4. Evaluation of the Gathering 
 

4.1 Evaluation of Gathering participants 
 
The Organizing Committee and an outside evaluator developed an evaluation 
questionnaire to measure Gathering participants' overall and more specific 
evaluations of the event. The questionnaire was inserted into each participant's 
folder.  
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From a total of 511 participants, 131 completed the questionnaire (N = 131), 
representing a sample of 26% of the population. One-quarter of a population of 511 
is normally considered to be representative. 

 
 

Participants' Evaluation Questionnaire 
Highlights 

 
 
Here is a breakdown of participants' answers to the question “On a scale of 10, how 
would you score the Gathering?”: 
 

62,5%

24,5%

12,0% 0,0% 1,0%

0,0%

10,0%

20,0%

30,0%

40,0%

50,0%

60,0%

70,0%

Very satisfied Satisfied Disappointed Very
disappointed

N/A

Satisfaction Rate of Gathering participants

 
 
Paradoxically, a number-based question like this elicits an emotional response, and 
this is what we were looking for. We wanted to tap into women's spontaneous 
reactions first, and gather more nuanced information from the subsequent 
questions. In this case, reactions of enthusiasm (8 to 10, with some 20 participants 
giving scores of 10, and even 11, 12 and 13), measured satisfaction (7) and 
disappointment (4 to 6) were consistent with the rest of the questionnaire. For us, it 
is clear that around 87% of the participants (women who scored 7, 8, 9 or 10) were 
truly satisfied with their experience. 
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The most frequently mentioned positive aspects were the organization of the event, 
its low cost, the presentations, the quality of discussion, accommodations and the 
food, which was judged to be excellent. 
 

Most of the negative comments were related to women's frustration at having to 
select just one workshop on Saturday, the length of the plenary sessions, major 
gaps in participants' knowledge about feminism, and the inconsistent quality of 
interpretation in the workshops. 
 
As for how they assessed their own participation, attendees seemed satisfied, since 
only a small minority (6%) said they had not spoken in the workshops. Some 86% 
women said they liked the workshops and plenary sessions and 75% qualified the 
decision-making process as democratic. 
 
 

4.2 Organizers' evaluation 
 
The organizers shared participants' positive and negative assessments, so both 
groups, happily, were on the same wavelength. They were very pleased about the 
number of participants and their level of involvement.  Areas clearly needing 
improvement, in their view: preparation of workshop facilitators, agenda (too 
packed) and the overuse of English in discussions (bilingual Francophones would 
very often speak English, which was intensely discouraging to unilingual 
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We acknowledge the historical exclusion of "Othered" women 
by the majority Western feminist movement.  

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
 

Francophones — a classic, but nonetheless unacceptable scenario). The fact that 
there were over 30 thematic workshops on Saturday, October 11, was remarkable 
in terms of the variety of topics and rich potential for discussion; however, it 
frustrated some participants, who would have liked to attend more than one 
workshop.  

In many of the workshops, a fascinating dynamic developed in which the internal 
hierarchies of the feminist movement were challenged, and a determined and 
authentic "grassroots" solidarity was expressed. This combination of experience and 
ideas in a forum dedicated to open and non-hierarchical discussion generated 
strikingly intense exchanges and a powerful feeling of unity in diversity and action. 
Palpable during the Gathering were the need for an inclusive, united and feisty 
organization to address a broad range of questions in response to neoliberal and 
conservative advances, and a renewed confidence in young feminists' ability to lead 
collective campaigns: this 
was in large part due to the 
fact that it was attended by 
so many young women, 
representing diverse 
situations and backgrounds. 

The organizers concurred with participants' affirmation that the vast majority of 
them took active part in the discussions. They believe the participants developed 
their feminist understanding, although the above-mentioned gaps in their initial 
experience required skilled facilitation to prevent discussions from becoming too 
"specialized" and monopolized by a small minority. The organizers also believe they 
succeeded to a degree in empowering young participants by setting up a 
participatory and democratic process that encouraged them to make the space their 
own.  
 
The organizers also believe that their mobilizing strategy was key to the Gathering's 
success in attracting so many participants. All the territories and provinces were 
represented, despite, in some cases, high travel costs and great distance.  In the 
year just before the Gathering, the organizers had few contacts in other provinces 
and territories; due to the Gathering's success the opposite is now true. The 
participants' Travel Fund was a creative initiative much appreciated by the women, 
as was the extremely modest registration fee. Few events are so financially 
accessible and few offer participants the possibility of financial assistance. The 
Travel Fund greatly facilitated the participation of young economically challenged 
women, women from geographically remote areas and women facing multiple forms 
of discrimination.   
 
Another strongly appreciated aspect was the important role of artistic expression 
during the Gathering; participants from English Canada were particularly impressed 
by this. Workshops with a strong artistic dimension, the show, documentary films 
and the art exhibit enabled young women who did not necessarily wish to 
participate in the political discussions to carve out a valued space for themselves in 
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the Gathering. The youngest participants (aged between 14 and 18) were very 
appreciative of this aspect.  
 
The organizing team encountered several difficulties with the moderation of plenary 
discussions: these discussion periods were not adequately prepared due to 
numerous changes that required tremendously quick response time during the 
rapidly unfolding event. Some facilitators withdrew at the last minute and 
organizers had to find replacements on the spot. Despite all this, the Gathering 
proceeded very smoothly.  
   
If the organizers were to advise women interested in organizing a similar event, 
they would stress the importance of believing in what you're doing, even when 
doubts begin to pop up, not abandoning anything and, above all, setting up a team 
of motivated and deeply committed women who are ready to throw themselves 
wholeheartedly into the project. The team must also be very organized so that 
every aspect is covered, regular meetings should be held to plan, guide and 
evaluate progress in the work and mobilization. In addition, the importance of being 
supported politically, logistically and in terms of infrastructure by well-established 
longstanding feminist organizations cannot be stressed enough. 
 
 
5. The pan-Canadian young feminists manifesto  
 

5.1 The manifesto drafting process 
 
Why a manifesto? 
 
The general idea behind the desire to have a young feminists manifesto emerge 
from the Gathering was to provide ourselves with a tangible political tool that would 
support the organizing capacity of young feminists in our campaigns and actions 
across the country. The aim of the manifesto was to encourage young women to 
identify as feminists by helping to instil a sense of belonging: moving from "I" to 
"us." The idea was to encourage young women to engage in a common basis of 
understanding and common actions, highlight the ideological and political ties 
uniting us and appreciate our diversity. During the Consulta, provincial/territorial 
representatives were excited by the idea of having a manifesto that groups could 
use in a creative way to organize actions around the country.  
 
The drafting process 
 
The general vision of the drafting process: form a committee made up of women 
from every province/territory that would be charged with drafting the first version of 
a "Young Feminists Manifesto." To ensure that the text would accurately reflect the 
spirit and content of Gathering discussions, members of the Manifesto Committee 
took part in all the Gathering activities and discussed and drafted the text during 
lunch periods and the evenings/nights. Also, to ensure that participants were aware 
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of and understood the drafting process, committee members introduced themselves 
and spoke with participants during the plenary sessions. 
 
The aims of the Manifesto Committee were: 
 
1) To carefully observe and listen to plenary and workshop discussions and draw on 

them for the manifesto content; and validate women's shared understanding of 
the ideas under discussion and the overall dynamic.  

 
2) To collectively draft a manifesto that reflected to the fullest possible extent the 

spirit of the Gathering, the emerging political consensus, the points of unity and 
the collective identity arising from the process. 

 
3) To submit an initial draft of the document to participants on Monday morning 

and prepare a second draft, after hearing women's comments and suggestions, 
to be submitted for amendments and adoption to the Monday afternoon plenary 
session. 

 

5.2 Creation and composition of the Manifesto Committee 
 
In June we began issuing a call on our electronic lists and website for candidates to 
join our Manifesto Committee. The committee was finally composed of: 11 young 
women from every province/territory, except Nunavut and New Brunswick 
(withdrew at the last minute). The average age of committee members was 22. 
 
The Committee was supported in its work by four outside facilitators, including an 
Organizing Committee member. The OC member served as coordinator of the 
Manifesto Committee and maintained links with the Organizing Committee and the 
general process of the Gathering, from both an organizational and political 
perspective. The facilitators' job was to create conditions conducive to the 
committee's work and ensure its integration into the overall process of the 
Gathering. Decisions about the ideas to include in the text and the actual drafting of 
the manifesto were the exclusive mandate of committee members.  
 
You can find the French and English versions of the manifesto on the Gathering 
website at www.RebELLEs2008.org and in the Appendix to this report. 
 

5.3 Discussions and adoption of the Manifesto 
 
The first draft of the manifesto was presented to the plenary on Monday morning, 
followed by discussion in small groups to allow participants to familiarize themselves 
with the content and propose the first series of amendments. The Manifesto 
Committee incorporated their suggestions during the lunch hour. The second draft 
was submitted to the Monday afternoon adoption plenary for further changes and 
the final manifesto was adopted by the meeting using a more formal democratic 
process.  
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At the three-hour adoption 
plenary, we incorporated 
numerous elements 
proposed by the 
participants, made changes, 
and above all, improved 
certain sections of the 
manifesto. We met the 
challenge of collectively 
adopting a manifesto that 
genuinely reflects the 
analysis and political 
direction of young feminists 
in Canada.2  
 
 
6. Media impact 

 
The Gathering garnered impressive media coverage despite the fact that the 
feminist movement has not attracted much coverage in recent years and feminism 
in general appears to have lost its allure to mainstream mass media. The 
Gathering's good coverage is even more remarkable given that it unfolded on the 
eve of the federal elections. Two spokeswomen, a young Aboriginal woman and a 
young Francophone woman represented us to the media throughout the Gathering. 
Before the Gathering, two news releases were sent to the country's major media 
outlets. We also sent out a release during the event and a final release after the 
Gathering concluded.  
 
We held a media scrum on the second day of the Gathering that was attended by 
eight media organizations. We gave 19 TV and radio interviews during the 
Gathering, and published 14 online articles for the print and electronic media. Here 
is the complete list.  
 
 
Radio and TV coverage 
 
Interview date Media organization 

Friday, October 3, 2008 Radio Centre-ville 102.3 FM 

Friday, October 10, 2008 Canadian Press / NTR 

Radio-Canada/RDI (Television) 

Radio Centre-ville 102.3 FM 

Radio-Canada –Montréal radio one 

Saturday, October 11, 2008 

CJAD AM 800 

                                                 
2 We discuss how the Manifesto could be used in more detail in the follow-up section. 
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Journal de Montréal 

CKUT  90.3 FM 

CFRC - Ontario community radio 

CKDO – Ontario community radio 

Photographer – independent journalist 

Canadian Press 

UQAM journalism student 

Sunday, October 12, 2008 

TQS (Montreal TV station) 

Radio-Canada –Montréal radio one (French) 

Global TV 

La Presse 

Monday, October 13, 2008 

Radio-Canada –Québec City radio one (French) 

Tuesday, October 14, 2008 98.5 FM 
 

 
Electronic and print media 
 
Topics & Roses, Wednesday, February 27, 2008, "En route vers un Rassemblement 
pancanadien des jeunes feminists," online article by journalist Farah Wikarski, 
http://www.resistingwomen.net/spip.php?article304.  
 
Le Quotidien, Sunday, September 7, 2008, "Malgré les préjugés, Le jeune féminisme n’est 
pas mort," article by journalist Laura Lévesque,  http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-
quotidien/200809/19/01-669529-le-jeune-feminisme-nest-pas-mort.php .  
 
Section 15, Wednesday, October 1, 2008, "The Pan-Canadian Young Feminist Gathering 
catches a Wave of Resistance," by Sarah Ghabrial,  
http://section15.ca/features/news/2008/10/01/waves_of_resistance/.   
 
La Presse, Saturday, October 11, 2008, Cahier Actuel, p. 8, "Eh, toi, le jeune! Tu milites?," 
short article, adapted from our news release, accompanied by the graphic from the 
Gathering sticker.  
 
Matin, Saturday, October 11, 2008, "Forum féministe pancanadien à Montréal," published 
by Karine Chateauneuf,  
http://matin.branchez-vous.com/nouvelles/2008/10/forum_feministe_pancanadien_a.html    
 
Presse Canadienne, Saturday, October 11, 2008, "Plus de 500 jeunes féministes réunies à 
Montréal," http://www.cyberpresse.ca/actualites/regional/montreal/200810/11/01-28713-
plus-de-500-jeunes-feministes-reunies-a-montreal.php .  
 
Radio-Canada website, Saturday, October 11, 2008, "Rassemblement pancanadien : Le 
féminisme en 2008,"  short text summarizing the event, including TV report by Karine 
Bastien and radio report by Caroline Jarry, http://www.radio-
canada.ca/regions/Montreal/2008/10/11/002-feministes-reunion_n.shtml. 
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Sympatico, Saturday, October, 2008, "Rassemblement pancanadien: Le féminisme en 
2008," sourced from Radio-Canada,  
http://nouvelles.sympatico.msn.ca/National/ContentPosting_SRC_canada?newsitemid=4142
51&feedname=CBC_CANADA_V3_FR&show=False&number=0&showbyline=True&subtitle=&
detect=&abc=abc&date=True .  
 
Le Citoyen, Sunday, October 12,  2008, p. 3, "22 Témiscabitibiennes au premier 
Rassemblement féministe pancanadien," article by journalist M. Poulin,  
http://myvirtualpaper.com/doc/hebdo_le-citoyen-rouyn-
noranda/CitoyenRouyn_20081012OPT/2008100901/ .  

Le Journal de Montréal, Sunday, October 12, 2008, p. 9, "Femmes toujours RebELLEs," 
article by journalist Marilou Séguin. Photo by Jessyka Boulanger. 
 
Yahoo! Québec Actualités, Sunday, October 12, 2008, taken from text published on 
Radio-Canada's website (cited above). 
 
24 heures, Tuesday, October 14, 2008, p. 5, under En bref dans l’actualité, 
"Femmes," short article adapted from our news release. 
 
La Presse, Tuesday, October 14, 2008, p. A22, "Un manifeste pour les jeunes féministes 
canadiennes," article by journalist Catherine Handfield. 
 
La Presse, Thursday, October 16, 2008, "RebELLEs ou déconnectées," article by journalist 
Nathalie Collard,  
http://www.cyberpresse.ca/opinions/editorialistes/nathalie-collard/200810/16/01-29872-
RebELLEs-ou-deconnectees.php 
 
 

7. Spin-offs 
 
The biggest spin-off of this event will turn out to have been the mobilization and 
establishment of a network of over 500 young women from different regions across 
the country, thereby more firmly establishing and energizing the young feminist 
movement. Links were formed among participants across Canada and within 
provinces, particularly via fundraising events held to finance women's travel costs. 
These new solidarity, organizing and action networks, which were already strong 
and well structured in some areas, but in many regions, in need of reinforcement, 
promote the gradual constitution of a genuine movement of young feminists in 
Canada, capable of launching or coordinating decentralized actions. The future will 
tell us to what extent these networks will have served as the foundation of our 
campaigns and actions. We'll be more able to assess the concrete spin-offs of this 
network when we review the organization and coordination of the decentralized 
actions young feminists are planning for International Women's Day, 2009 (see 
section on follow-up for more details). 
 
The Gathering also helped us to demystify feminism for some young participants 
who did not clearly identify as feminists and were uncertain about their political 
viewpoints. It allowed us to develop our feminist analysis and broaden our field of 
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action through exposure to young feminists' diverse experiences of political action 
around Canada and internationally. Our hope is that, enriched with their new 
perspectives and expanded tool box, participants will now serve as action 
multipliers, spreading feminist analysis and practice.  
 
We also advanced our analysis of the issues and specific forms of oppression 
affecting young women. This spin-off is even more important with respect to our 
analysis of the rise of the Right, one of the central themes of the Gathering. 
Addressing this theme, we were able to develop our analysis of the current situation 
in Canada, which will reinforce young feminists' capacity to increase their power and 
undertake effective action. Our generation will be grappling with the anti-feminist 
backlash and the rise of the Right for years to come and the Gathering served as an 
opportunity for us to build solidarity and join forces to confront our common 
enemies.  
 
The manifesto is truly a call to action that will serve as a medium for disseminating 
our analysis.  It is also one of the documents that records this historic event for 
future generations. 
 
We believe that offering the chance to practise democratic process in small and 
large groups, especially in the choice of a creative resistance action and adoption of 
the manifesto, was a learning and empowering experience for young women with 
respect to decision-making, especially for the youngest participants.  
 
In addition, carrying out 20 creative actions on Saturday afternoon definitely helped 
to break the barrier that often stands between the awakening of feminist 
consciousness and movement into feminist action. We believe that this experience, 
which for many participants was their first feminist action, has stimulated their 
desire to become socially and politically involved as feminists and paved the way to 
their joining activist groups in their community.  
 
The entire Gathering experience, especially that of being among hundreds of other 
young feminists and the existence of the RebELLEs discussion list and website, has 
clearly reduced the isolation of many young feminists, especially the younger ones 
and those who live in rural areas. The event was definitely empowering, both 
individually and collectively. 
 
The organizational process itself promoted learning among the OC and provincial 
mobilizers and provided solid activist experience, reinforcing our organizational and 
action capacity. The sub-network constituted by the Organizing Committee and the 
links that were formed among provincial mobilizers and Manifesto Committee 
members are serving, and will continue to serve in the next months as a basis on 
which to structure and strengthen our pan-Canadian young feminists network. 
 
Ultimately, we firmly believe that “Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!”  
helped to establish the basis and solidify the foundation of a pan-Canadian network 
of young feminists that, together with the feminist movement, will enable us to 
organize future collective campaigns and actions. Last, it is our belief that the 
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We denounce the dismissal of the 
feminist movement as redundant. 
Our struggle is not over. We will 
be post-feminists when we have 
post-patriarchy. 

Pan-Canadian Young  
Feminists Manifesto 

 

organizational process as a whole and the Gathering itself contributed, in a manner 
that is impossible to measure but real, nonetheless, to the reinforcement of the 
Canadian feminist movement, locally, regionally, provincially and nationally. 
 
 
 
8. Follow-up 
 
Even before the Gathering opened on Friday 
evening, the Organizing Committee had wisely 
decided to gear the event to be more than simply a 
one-time action. The mobilizing process and the 
goals we set ourselves clearly indicate this 
underlying direction. Although the organizers do not 
have access to many, if not the majority, of the 
conditions for implementing follow-up to an event 
like the Gathering, during the course of the 
Gathering we implemented a variety of strategies to enable the emergence of ideas 
for actions and possible follow-up. These ideas can now be used by a more 
structured cross-Canada network of young feminists and translated into concrete 
actions. In short, we want to set up conditions conducive to both the structuring of 
this network and the development of joint actions that we can carry out together as 
young feminists who are part of a broader feminist movement.3  
 
Apart from the strategies described earlier, the OC also planned for different types 
of follow-up: a pan-Canadian evaluation meeting with the provincial/territorial 
mobilizers; production and distribution of the Gathering DVD; use and distribution of 
the Manifesto; transformation of the website into a sharing, discussion and action 
coordination platform for young feminists throughout Canada; maintenance of the 
RebELLEs discussion list.  
 
Also, on Sunday afternoon, we held a plenary session to consider potential action 
strategies and actions. This pan-Canadian brainstorming session generated a 
number of ideas for actions and follow-up to the Gathering. The ideas receiving the 
most enthusiastic response were "adopted" by the participants in attendance and 
constitute the follow-up activities that the Organizing Committee has been 
mandated to coordinate. The participants identified the following follow-up actions: 
continue to hold awareness-raising and mobilizing workshops on the right of the 
Right; coordinate a decentralized pan-Canadian day of action of young feminists on 
International Women's Day 2009, including local organizing of these actions; 
support the creation of provincial and regional young feminist networks; coordinate 
young feminist actions around the G8 meeting being held in Ontario in 2010, protest 
actions around the Olympic Games in British Columbia and the World March of 
Women (2010) in Québec and in Canada; support the start-up of a group that will 

                                                 
3 Note that women had the same approach for the S’Unir pour être RebELLEs! gathering in 2003; we learned from our past 
mistakes, by planning for coordinated follow-up to the 2008 Gathering and an evaluation meeting attended by all the pan-
Canadian organizers and mobilizers. 
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organize the 2nd pan-Canadian young feminists Gathering in a few years, to be held 
in a province other than Québec.  
 
Following is summary outline of the proposed follow-up to the Gathering. 
 

8.1 Pan-Canadian evaluation meeting  
 
As with the Consulta, the evaluation meeting will be attended by two 
representatives per province/territory, one Aboriginal representative, and the 
members of the Organizing Committee. They will evaluate the event and the initial 
follow-up that women have conducted around the country. We will repeat the 
retreat format of the Consulta, and the meeting will be held on March 27–29, 2009. 
Participants will also consider the political and strategic aspects of structuring the 
pan-Canadian young feminists' network. Among other things, we will assess the 
strength of our young feminists' movement and determine ways to strengthen it to 
enable national joint action, centralized or decentralized. Naturally, we will be 
discussing the organization of a 2nd Gathering and examining the different 
possibilities once a province assumes the responsibility of hosting and organizing 
the event. 
 

8.2 The Gathering DVD  
 
Leaving a record of the Gathering was one of our major concerns. We hired three 
video artists who filmed the Gathering from start to finish. We will use this footage 
to produce a “Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!” DVD that we will give to 
provincial/territorial mobilizers at the evaluation meeting so that they can distribute 
them to women in their province or territory. The DVD will also contain various 
documents, including the workshop guides, final report, mobilizing and fundraising 
tools, photos of the event, the Manifesto and feminist slogans chanted and created 
at the Gathering. The DVD will be made available to women in our different 
networks, both national and international. With this tool, we can preserve the 
memory of an historical event of the feminist movement. 
 
 

8.3 Use of the Manifesto 
 
As we have already mentioned, the manifesto is an awareness-raising and 
mobilizing tool. It presents us as young feminist activists, the forces against which 
we are struggling, why we are activists, the world we hope to build together and the 
actions we will take to achieve this. It can easily be used as a popular education tool 
to spark discussion and analysis, and as a mobilizing or recruiting tool for a 
particular action related to the ideas affirmed in the manifesto. All this is reinforced 
by young women's enthusiasm about the idea of being part of the RebELLEs 
movement. 
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We strive to learn from the past, honour the struggles 
of our foremothers and continue to dream for the 
future.  

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
 

To society at large, the Manifesto is a vibrant assertion that feminism is not dead 
and that, as young feminists, we are going to be mobilized, politicized and ready to 
act to put an end to inequality and all forms of oppression. Addressing all those who 
would like us to be divided from earlier generations of feminists, it clearly situates 
our actions in a continuum with those of the feminists who came before us, coloured 
by our own particular practices, ideas and expressions. To the forces of the Right, 
the Manifesto states our unilateral 
rejection of their patriarchal, 
capitalist and colonial systems and 
shouts out our unswerving 
commitment to resisting neoliberal 
and antifeminist policies. To other 
progressive social movements, the Manifesto reiterates the necessity of feminism as 
a cross-cutting element of our joint struggles and demonstrates our will to work in 
alliances and not in an isolated fashion, although women-only spaces and groups 
remain central to feminist organization. To our international allies, the Manifesto 
expresses our solidarity with the daily struggles of women worldwide. It will 
broadcast the united voice of young feminists in Canada—Turtle Island—and 
hopefully inspire sister feminists everywhere to organize together to resist all the 
forms of oppression we live under, individually and as a group. 
  
Last, to the women's movement, the pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto is a 
reminder that we have ideas and that we are part of the feminist movement; we 
want our ideas to be heard, even if they are not all accepted by the movement 
mainstream; and that for us as young feminists, diversity is essential: it is the 
source of our strength and richness. Diversity for us means the inclusion of all 
feminists in our movement, regardless of their distance from large urban centres, 
language, cultural/national origin, ability, status, sexual orientation or financial 
situation. 
  
The Manifesto is, above all, for young feminists, our rallying cry, our fortification 
against apathy, and a call to action and unity of the wondrously diverse group of 
RebELLEs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have already widely distributed the French and English versions of the Manifesto 
on our website, the RebELLEs discussion list and in all our networks. The Manifesto 
has been reproduced on other websites and in the magazine, À Bâbord. We're 
planning to produce a poster with the complete text that will be distributed across 
Canada and in feminist groups around the world. We hope that the Manifesto will be 
used everywhere in Canada, in grassroots groups, labour organizations, and in 
feminist actions to raise the feminist awareness of our 
friends/colleagues/mothers/brothers. 
 

We will: Change our attitude: get pissed off, refuse, resist, walk out, 
speak up! 

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
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8.4 The website as a pan-Canadian mobilization platform and the RebELLEs 
discussion list 
 
Since we are spread out over a vast territory, information and communications 
technologies are key to our activist work. The website was designed initially as an 
organizing and mobilizing site for the Gathering that would eventually be 
transformed into a platform for young feminists in Canada. We are preparing to 
completely revamp the website (www.RebELLEs2008.org) to transform it into an 
interactive forum for reflection and discussion (discussion groups and blog), 
information and analysis sharing (tools, articles, photos videos, etc.) and action 
coordination (action calls, invitations to support a local or regional campaign, sign a 
petition, etc.) for young feminists in Canada. 
 
In addition, the RebELLEs discussion list, which now boasts 2,534 members4 is still 
active. All members are invited to send messages via this list, which the Organizing 
Committee will continue to moderate. It goes without saying that this list is an 
indispensable tool for reaching out to Gathering participants and organizing follow-
up. 
 

8.5 Rise of the Right workshops  
 
Developed as part of preparations for the Gathering, participants found the 
facilitator's guide for the rise of the Right workshop to be a very useful tool that 
they want to use in their communities. We will reissue the invitation to organize 
these workshops and set up a structure using our website to share women's 
responses to the workshop and gradually expand our analysis of the rise of the 
Right. 
 

8.6 Pan-Canadian day of decentralized action: IWD 2009 
 
At the plenary session on action strategies to resist the rise of the Right, 
participants expressed their interest in setting a date for joint action. We collectively 
decided that on March 8, 2009 (IWD), young feminists across the country will 
organize actions to protest the rise of the Right, or take part in existing actions, 
expressing their own analysis and distributing the young feminists Manifesto. The 
Organizing Committee is charged with producing and disseminating call to action 
tools. The OC was mandated to nationally coordinate the organization of these 
actions, which will be decentralized and autonomous, by providing a political 
framework and organizing tools. It will create tools to support women in organizing 
local actions and present our analysis about the rise of the Right. 
 

                                                 
4 The list includes all Gathering participants and numerous other young feminists. Also on the list are numerous feminist and 
progressive groups in Québec, Canada and several groups abroad. 
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8.7 Provincial and regional mobilizing 
 
The level of feminist organization varies widely from one region to the other in 
Canada. Also, with certain exceptions, there are few structured networks of young 
feminists. In mobilizing for the Gathering, we relied on a decentralized approach 
and provincial/territorial organizing and this strategy worked well. Since the rough 
structures are already in place and a pan-Canadian movement is initially built at the 
local, regional and provincial/territorial levels, we want to encourage young 
feminists in a 
particular 
province/territory 
to stay in touch 
with each other 
and, if they want, 
to create a more 
or less formal 
communications 
and organizing 
structure. We will 
therefore be in 
frequent contact 
with provincial / 
territorial 
mobilizers and 
participants in the 
Manifesto 
Committee and 
send all 
participants the 
lists of names and e-mail addresses of participants from their province. This will 
provide them with another organizing tool. 
 
The pan-Canadian evaluation will also serve as another opportunity to discuss our 
movement's structure. We'll then be able to assess the interest and motivation of 
women in each province/territory and the actual organizing potential. This is one of 
the fundamental goals issuing from the overall aim of the Gathering and, needless 
to say, the Organizing Committee will monitor developments closely to be in a 
position to assist and encourage any organizing initiatives. 
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8.8 2010: G8, the Olympics and the World March of Women 
 
Like other social movements, we anticipate that 2010 will be an important year for 
political action in Canada, with the G8 meeting and Olympic Games being held here 
and the 2010 World March of Women action. Young feminists want to take an active 
part in these actions and want to coordinate their participation and resistance 
actions to the G8 meeting in Ontario and the hosting of the Olympic Games on 
Aboriginal territory in British Columbia. It is still too early to know what the nature 
of young feminists' participation in these major actions will be, but clearly, there is a 
will to act. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The year 2010 also marks a year of international action for the World March of 
Women. Women attending the Gathering had the opportunity to hear our invited 
international guests present the overall action plan. In Québec, the Québecois World 
March of Women organizing committee, coordinated by the Fédération des femmes 
du Québec, is preparing a year of actions, including a five-day walk in the regions 
from October 12-16, leading up to a Québec-wide demonstration on October 17, 
2010. Many Gathering participants talked about the importance of increasing the 
participation of young feminists in the World March of women coordinating body and 
evaluated the possibility of holding actions in other areas of Canada. To be 
continued . . . 
 
 

8.9 Towards a 2nd pan-Canadian young feminists gathering 
 
Participants were unanimously in favour of holding a second pan-Canadian young 
feminists gathering. The Organizing Committee clearly asserted that while it found 
this idea attractive, it should be held in another province or territory. It goes 
without saying that this will be a hot topic of discussion at the March 2009 
evaluation meeting when provincial/territorial mobilizers will be asked if women in 
their province/territory are interested in hosting the 2nd pan-Canadian young 
feminists gathering! The Organizing Committee will support the organization of such 
an event and share tools, thinking and learning with the new organizers.  
 
 

We will: Join with others, find common ground, build community, create feminist spaces 
and gatherings, raise awareness, educate, spread the word 

Pan-Canadian Young Feminists Manifesto 
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Conclusion 
 
It is with great pride and humility that we write the history of our movement and, 
as members of the Organizing Committee, submit this report to you. Being a part of 
organizing this event was an incredible and unforgettable experience! What a rich 
learning experience it was, both in terms of organizational process and political 
content. And what exciting new feminist practices were developed along the way, 
drawn from the practices of earlier feminists and adapted to our context. The 
members of the Organizing Committee feel privileged, as was made evident in our 
internal evaluation, to have been part of organizing this historic event and meeting 
so many incredibly energetic, creative and committed young feminists.  
 
RebELLEs, we have struggles ahead! 
 
 
 

We, young, dissenting and feisty feminists, whether we organize in feminist, capitalist, 
environmental, antiracist, Aboriginal, community, peace, lesbian, queer or witchy groups, we 

can all gain by uniting and sharing our determinedly feminist analysis. Genuine progress in any 
progressive movement is impossible unless we also struggle to dismantle patriarchy in all its 

countless forms, as it hides behind its countless masks, and all systems of oppression and 
exploitation. Each of us needs all the others. Let us achieve solidarity in all our diversity, and 
construct our unity on the foundation of fundamental values and concrete struggles. Let our 

diverse tactics be like swarms of bees simultaneously stinging their attackers on all sides. 
Elsa Beaulieu and Barbara Legault, "The making of… S’Unir pour être RebELLEs"

5
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Waves of Resistance / Toujours RebELLEs!” Organizing Committee 

                                                 
5 Elsa Beaulieu and Barbara Legault, "The making of… S’Unir pour être RebELLEs,' in Dialogues sur la troisième vague, under 
the direction of Maria Nengeh Mensa (Les éditions du remue-ménage: Montréal) p. 207-232, 2005. 
 


